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Critical Thinking Analysis of “Vietnam: What I Remember” 


The purpose of “Vietnam: What I Remember” by David W. Powell is to show that there is a psychological impact of war on soldiers. Soldiers may try to keep their memories of the war out, but the memories stay there and they pop up uninvited anyways. This causes many problems for those who develop Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.

The author is trying to accomplish a couple things. He wants others to know the dramatic and harsh things he went through and witnessed while he was a soldier fighting in a war. It is important to realize that not all wars are the same and not all soldiers have the same experience, but they all affect the soldiers emotionally and psychologically. He also wants society to be a little more patient and accepting of veterans or even soldiers still in service. They try to fit into society again, but it isn’t as easy as one, two, three.


There are three issues or problems raised in the article. One of the issues is the problem returning soldiers have of finding and keeping a job when they have Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. Most soldiers of war do not listen well when they are given an order to do something they don’t want to do. While at war soldiers are commanded to do many things that they do not feel is right or they do not want to do, but they must obey orders so they end up doing it anyways and then after their actions they see the direct or immediate impact it had on an individual. Another very typical “symptom” of PTSD is that they exaggerate their startle response. They are used to having to pull the trigger as soon as they saw a shadow or having to protect themselves as soon as they heard something and once they’re back, it is hard for them to break the habit. The third problem raised is that they distance themselves from loved ones. Not having loves ones around makes it hard to love your life and the world.

The author’s world is a lot different than how most of our worlds are. In the author’s mind he thinks the world is a very cruel place. He sees harsh things happen so he believes the world is harsh. Seeing a little girl get intentionally shot and killed by your comrade and then her grandfather running out in your line of fire holding her and crying is a very cruel thing to witness. Observing two captured nurses being raped and beaten by marines is another event that would make the world seem like a horrible place to live. He forgets about the small, beautiful things that are within the world such as listening to birds chirping or admiring the beautiful fall colors on trees. 


I believe the author’s thinking is justified from my perspective. He has witnessed so many inappropriate events, it’s hard to remember the positive things. On top of all of the things that happened at war, after coming home to our lovely world with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, our world was turned into a horrible place as well. Every loud noise he hears reminds him of the world of war, he isn’t able to keep a job for very long, and distances himself from all of his friends and family.

Understanding the author’s perspective makes it easier to understand what David W. Powell is saying. Reading the poem without knowing the title and not knowing the background information, I could put myself in his shoes and picture all of the events unfold. I found myself questioning how great the world actually is. After understanding his background and that the poem is about his memories of Vietnam, instead of thinking the whole world is bad, I thought of just his world and how bad it has become. Sorrow and wishful thinking came soon after, not for myself but for the author. Once realizing all of this, I understood why and how he came to think of the world as a brutal and wicked place.

